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HISTORIC  BUILDINGS  of  the 
INNER  MISSION 


The  beautifully  embellished  old  homes  of  San  Francisco  are 
usually  called  "Victorians,"  a term  embracing  several  architectural  styles 
which  in  the  City  have  been  used  in  unique  and  eccentric  ways. 

A few  years  ago,  this  fast-dwindling  heritage  was  surveyed.  The 
results.  Here  Today:  the  Architectural  Heritage  of  San  Francisco,  found 
about  2500  "Victorians"  of  special  significance  still  left  in  the  City. 

More  than  200  are  within  the  Inner  Mission  neighborhood,  bounded  by 
Dolores,  Army,  Potrero  and  Market  Streets. 

Walking  Tour  Number  1 offers  a breathtaking  concentration  of 
handsome  Victorian  homes  within  a few  short  blocks. 

Begin  at  the  corner  of  Dolores  and  26th  Street  and  walk  east, 
toward  Potrero  Hill.  On  the  right  is  the  26th  Street  cluster  of  five 
Italianate  cottages.  All  were  built  in  1887,  and  at  first  glance  they 
appear  identical.  But  look  carefully  at  the  doors  and  windows  to  see 
the  variety  of  detail  used  in  these  relatively  unadorned  homes. 

Turn  left  on  Fair  Oaks,  a remarkable  Mission  side  street  with 
many  splendid  examples  of  pre-Quake  architecture. 

The  400  block  of  Fair  Oaks  has  one  of  the  dozen  historic  churches 
of  the  Inner  Mission,  Holy  Innocents  Episcopal,  built  in  1890,  a year  com- 
memorated on  its  decorative  door-pulls.  This  Gothic  style  church  at 
455  Fair  Oaks  has  delicate  windows  of  stained  glass  hidden  behind  its  side 
shrubbery . 


Two  versions  of  the  Stick-style  are  located  on  this  block,  at 
464  and  435.  This  style  is  one  peculiar  to  San  Francisco,  where  local 
ship-builders  added  decorative  wooden  "stick-work"  embellishments  in  a 
stylized  pattern,  to  emphasize  the  structural  framework  of  the  home. 

The  Stick-style  was  further  complicated  by  the  addition  of 
elaborate  carvings,  shown  at  463  Fair  Oaks.  The  St ick-East lake  style 
of  architecture  was  named  after  a British  Victorian  interior  decorator, 
Charles  Eastlake. 

Move  on  to  the  next  block  of  Fair  Oaks,  where  the  corner  home, 
394,  illustrates  one  of  the  most  spectacular  Victorian  styles,  Queen  Anne. 
A corner  tower  and  a peaked  roof- line  are  some  typical  aspects  of  this 
mid- 1890's  house,  which  also  has  several  panels  carved  in  the  Eastlake 
manner . 


Across  the  street,  387  Fair  Oaks  is  a less  elaborate  example  of 
Eastlake  decoration,  its  facade  covered  with  sculptured  flowers  and 
scrolls.  This  lovely  home  sits  in  the  shadow  of  a vast  apartment  building, 
illustrating  an  economic  force  endangering  historic  homes  in  the  Mission 
and  throughout  San  Francisco. 
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The  final  block  of  the  Fair  Oaks  tour  contains  a cluster  of  six 
historic  homes.  The  Italianate  house  at  260  was  built  in  1870  and  has 
many  delicate  details  and  the  slanted  bay  windows  typical  of  the  style. 
Across  the  street,  223  illustrates  the  more  stark  Stick-style  home,  with 
squared  window  bays  and  sparse  carvings. 

The  last  four  historic  homes  offer  a startling  view  of  the 
contrasts  made  possible  by  careful  restoration.  Although  212  Fair  Oaks 
is  a modestly-decorated  Italianate,  its  painstaking  exterior  painting 
gives  the  house  a startling  visual  effect. 

Next  door,  the  1870  Stick-style  at  214  Fair  Oaks  was  called 
"one  of  the  oldest,  best-preserved  in  the  area." 
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The  two  remaining  buildings  in  the  cluster  are  210  and  200  Fair 
Oaks.  The  basic  plans  of  these  two  Stick-style  buildings  are  identical, 
but  observe  the  difference  made  by  careful  restoration.  While  200  appears 
subdued,  the  painting  of  210  is  a celebration  of  the  style,  with  its 
"stick-work"  and  carved  decorations  underlined  by  the  emphatic  contrast  of 
black  and  white  paint. 

Some  people  in  the  Mission  are  organizing  to  help  preserve  these 
handsome  relics  of  San  Francisco's  past.  For  information,  please  call 
Chris  Wegener,  431-3354  evenings,  or  622-7725,  daytime. 
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Walking  Tour  No  2 

HISTORIC  BUILDINGS 
OF  THE 

INNER  MISSION 

Korean  Church,  1074  Guererro 

Three  Bags  Full  & Apartments,  3552 -23rd  St 

2 Queen  Anne -East  lake  homes, 

3503  & 3507  - 23rd  St 

2 Italianate  Homes , 3366 & 3350  - 23rd  St 

Offices  & Apartments,  3327-  23rd  St 

3 Restored  Victorians,  including  the 
Second  Hand  Rose  Shop 

Mission  United  Church,  3231-  23rd  St 


The  Capp  Street  Cluster  of 
Stick-  East  lake  Houses, 
719-765  Capp  St 
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TAKE  A WALK 

THROUGH  MISSION  HISTORY 


Some  of  San  Francisco's  oldest  buildings  are  in  the  Inner  Mission, 
bounded  by  Dolores,  Market,  Eleventh,  Potrero  and  Army  Streets.  The  1906 
Earthquake  did  not  damage  the  neighborhood  much,  and  the  fire  was  halted 
near  20th  Street,  leaving  hundreds  of  Mission  "Victorians"  unharmed. 

The  legacy  of  age  and  efficient  firemen  is  a wealth  of  fine  old 
homes  and  churches,  which  have  survived  in  the  Inner  Mission  since  the 
late  Nineteenth  Century.  Often  these  carved  and  shingled  wooden  struc- 
tures are  called  "Victorians,"  because  many  were  built  when  Victoria  ruled 
the  British  Empire.  But  actually  they  represent  a variety  of  styles,  some 
imported  from  the  Continent,  and  others  invented  in  San  Francisco  by  un- 
employed shipwrights  who  turned  to  wood  carving. 

Recently  San  Franciscans  became  aware  of  their  precious  historic 
heritage,  when  an  inventory  was  published  to  catalogue  this  fast-dwindling 
resource.  Here  Today  (S.F.  Jr.  League,  Chronicle  Books,  1968)  listed  2500 
buildings  of  historic  or  architectural  merit;  about  250  of  those,  or  ten 
percent,  are  in  the  Inner  Mission. 


Mission  United  Church,  23rd  & Capp  Sts. 
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But  words  are  inadequate  to  describe  these  handsome  buildings; 
only  walking  will  reveal  them  fully.  Walking  Tour  Number  2 begins  and  ends 
with  two  of  the  nine  historic  churches  in  the  Mission.  Along  the  six-block 
route  are  examples  of  most  of  the  architectural  styles  commonly  called 
"Victorians . " 

Begin  at  1074  Guerrero  near  23rd  Street,  where  the  Korean  United 
Presbyterian  Church  was  built  in  1895.  This  building  resembles  English 
country  parish  churches  built  during  the  Victorian  era.  Both  Gothic  and 
Romanesque  elements  are  present  in  this  church,  which  has  a steep  gabled 
roof  and  arched  windows.  Observe  the  carved  details  which  proliferate 
around  the  frames  of  the  windows  and  the  front  door. 

Go  south  half  a block  and  look  to  the  left  toward  3552  23rd  Street, 
where  a corner  grocery,  an  Arabic  record  store  and  the  Three  Bags  Full 
craft  shop  have  been  installed  beneath  several  apartments.  This  1880  struc- 
ture combines  elements  of  two  styles,  Italianate  slanted  bay  windows  and 
Queen  Anne  turrets  and  window  decorations.  The  porticos  leading  to  the 
upstairs  residences  are  elaborately  carved  and  well  maintained. 

Next  are  two  homes  at  3507  and  3503  23rd  Street.  Again  a com- 
bination of  styles,  these  houses  illustrate  the  Queen  Anne  peaked  roof  and 
pointed  corner  tower.  Each  facade  is  etched  with  carved  scrolls  and  floral 
patterns,  in  the  Eastlake  manner. 


Detail , 3552  23rd  st. 


Farther  along  the  street  are  two  Italianate  houses,  3366  and 
3350  23rd  Street.  Both  have  the  slanted  bay  windows  and  delicate  carv- 
ings inherent  in  the  style,  which  in  San  Francisco  was  copied  into  wood 
from  Italian  Renaissance  villas  of  carved  marble.  An  interesting  feature 
of  3350  are  the  "coigns,"  or  beveled  wooden  squares  along  the  corners  of 
the  house.  In  Europe,  coigns  were  important  reinforcing  stones  in  the 
corners  of  castles.  In  San  Francisco,  these  wooden  replicas  are  decorative 
only. 

Across  the  street  is  3327  23rd  Street,  another  historic  buil- 
ding where  stores  are  combined  with  second-story  apartments. 

The  glow  in  the  center  of  the  next  block  comes  from  three  ripely- 
colored  "Victorians,"  3326,  3330  and  3336  23rd  Street.  All  three  have 
been  lovingly  restored  by  the  same  owners,  who  have  shown  that  careful 
treatment  can  turn  an  old  house  into  a successful  commercial  enterprise. 

The  Second  Hand  Rose  shop  sells  "pre-owned"  clothing  for  women. 

Cross  Mission  Street  and  walk  to  the  corner  of  23rd  and  Capp 
Streets,  where  a Queen  Anne  shingled  tower  heralds  another  historic  Mission 
church.  This  structure  was  built  in  1891  and  is  used  by  many  Mission 
organizations  for  community  activities. 

Turn  left  on  Capp  Street,  to  conclude  the  tour  with  one  of  the 
five  "clusters"  of  historic  homes  in  the  Mission.  From  763  to  715  Capp 
Street  are  ten  handsome  examples  of  the  Stick-Eastlake  style  of  architec- 
ture, with  delicate  carvings  and  the  bold  "stick-work"  which  emphasizes 
the  vertical  edges  of  each  house.  When  the  1968  survey  was  taken,  fourteen 
of  these  homes  had  survived  intact  since  the  early  1890 "s.  Since  then, 
however,  four  have  been  destroyed  or  carelessly  remodeled,  leaving  only 
ten  as  a reminder  of  Mission  history. 

In  the  past  decade,  hundreds  of  irreplacable  Mission  "Victorians" 
have  been  replaced  by  gas  stations  or  expensive  apartments,  thus  removing 
needed  family  housing  and  threatening  the  historic  identity  of  the  Mission 
community . 

Some  people  in  the  neighborhood  want  to  help  save  these  old 
homes  and  churches.  We  meet  the  first  Friday  of  every  month,  7:30  p.m. , 
at  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  an  historic  building  at  1661  15th  Street. 
For  more  information,  please  call  Judy  Bowman,  mornings,  647-1560  or 
Christen  Wegener,  431-3354,  evenings. 


Prepared  for  the  Planning  Committee  of  the  Mission  Coalition  Organization 
by  J.  L.  Waldhorn,  Stanford  Community  Development  Study,  March,  1973. 
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Combined  stores  & apartments 
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THE  TWO  BRIGHTEST  BLOCKS 
ON  LIBERTY  STREET 

Surely  the  most  colorful  collection  of  Inner  Mission  "Victorians" 
line  Liberty  Street  between  Valencia  and  Dolores.  In  a privately-financed 
example  of  spontaneous  renovation,  many  of  the  old  homes  on  these  two 
blocks  have  been  recently  painted  in  rich  colors  which  dramatize  elements 
of  the  several  architectural  styles  commonly  called  "Victorian." 

Walking  Tour  Number  3 begins  at  956  Valencia,  next  to  Liberty 
Street.  The  corner  structure,  which  is  now  an  auto  parts  supply,  was 
built  in  1878.  The  doorway  to  the  upstairs  apartments  is  elaborately 
carved,  with  spindled  arches.  The  square  bay  windows  on  the  upper  floors 
exemplify  the  Stick-Eastlake  style,  which  combined  flat  wooden  "stickwork" 
with  carved  traceries  of  scrollwork,  leaves  and  flowers. 

Turn  left  on  Liberty  and  notice  the  south  side  of  the  street, 
where  the  eight  remaining  Victorians  were  built  between  1870  and  1894.  The 
Stick-Eastlake  homes  at  15  and  31  Liberty  Street  appear  similar,  but  ob- 
serve the  variety  of  carvings,  window  frames,  roof  lines,  and  other  de- 
tails possible  within  the  same  general  style. 

The  Italianate  style,  copied  from  marble  villas  of  the  Renaissance 
era,  was  popular  throughout  San  Francisco.  Several  variations  are  shown 
on  the  Walking  Tour.  InTihis  block,  19,  23,  35,  43  and  77  Liberty  contain 
similar  Italianate  aspects:  tall  doorways  with  decorative  porticos,  a false 
facade  above  the  roof  and  slanted  bay  windows  — a San  Francisco  invention 
used  to  increase  light  in  the  foggy  City. 

The  latest  home  on  this  block  is  27  Liberty  Street.  By  the  time 
it  was  constructed  in  1894,  the  British  Queen  Anne  style  had  undergone  a 
thorough  adaptation  by  San  Francisco  craftsmen.  On  this  home,  they  added 
a Romanesque  arch  over  the  front  door  and  outlined  the  structure  with  many 
"stickwork"  details. 

On  the  north  side  of  this  block  are  seven  contrasting  historic 
homes,  both  plain  and  ornate,  both  shabby  and . handsomely  maintained. 

The  two  at  20  and  24  Liberty  were  both  built  in  1879  and  are 
relatively  simple  Stick-Style  structures. 

A few  houses  away,  44  and  50  Liberty,  built  ten  years  later, 
show  the  elaboration  wrought  by  Bay  Area  designers.  The  Period  style 
home  at  50  Liberty  is  particularly  indicative  of  local  ingenuity,  with  its 
Tudor  arched  window.  Queen  Anne  shingling,  Eastlake  carvings,  and 
Stick-Style  details,  all  emphasized  by  its  startling  lime  and  white  paint. 

Both  58  and  70  Liberty  have  elaborate  Italianate  details,  recently 
enhanced  by  rich  hues.  Surprisingly,  the  relatively  simple  Italianate  at 
76  Liberty  Street  was  built  more  recently  than  its  more  ornate  neighbors. 


p.  70 

Look  north,  where  Liberty  crosses  Guerrero,  to  see  two  more  his- 
toric homes  of  the  Inner  Mission.  Because  Guerrero  is  divided,  there  is 
no  crosswalk  at  Liberty,  and  walkers  should  either  dart  across  carefully 
or  use  the  pedestrian  way  at  20th  Street. 

The  flat-front  Italianate  at  845  Guerrero  has  been  lovingly 
restored,  with  pleasant  landscaping.  But  it  is  overshadowed  by  the  immense 
"mystery  mansion"  next  door  at  827  Guerrero.  This  large  home  was  built  in 
the  1880's  and  is  another  combination  of  styles.  It  has  a Queen-Anne 
tower,  a Gothic  front  window  and  a Moorish  doorway. 


The  second  block  of  Walking  Tour  Number  3 has  fewer  homes  of 
more  subdued  color.  All  five  --  109,  112,  154,  159  and  180  --  are  examples 
of  the  Italianate  Style,  built  between  1870  and  1878.  But  159  Liberty  ends 
the  tour  on  a special  note  --  a frequent  guest  there  was  Ms.  Susan  B. 
Anthony,  who  founded  the  Women's  Suffrage  Movement. 
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